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As with any legislation or regulation, a lot of emphasis is put on the fines 
attached to non-compliance.

In the case of personal data breach reporting, there’s a misconception that 
its sole purpose is to punish an organisation for not complying with GDPR.

Since GDPR focuses on increasing the accountability of 
organisations and giving consumers more control over their 
data, timely reporting of any breaches is a vital aspect of the 
process.

The intention of the new regulations is to push companies 
and public bodies to step up their ability to detect and deter 
breaches and make them better equipped to deal with 
security vulnerabilities.

The role of the regulator in this process is to collect and 
analyse information about breaches, looking for trends, 
patterns and any wider issues relating to specific sectors or 
technologies. This will help organisations future-proof their 
data protection.

Data breaches won’t miraculously stop as a result of the 
GDPR reporting process. But it is likely to raise the scrutiny 
on businesses from regulators, the media and individuals 

when it comes to the security and privacy protections those 
companies have in place.

In the build-up to GDPR’s launch, guidance will be 
published as to when organisations should be reporting and 
the steps they can take to help meet their obligations. In the 
meantime, businesses can prepare in advance by setting 
out the roles, responsibilities and processes needed for 
reporting.

As we get closer to May 2018, the Information 
Commissioner’s Office will be introducing a new phone 
and web reporting service, which will allow businesses and 
organisations to report any personal data breaches before, 
during and after the launch of GDPR. 

It’s worth noting that up until May 25th, 2018, all personal 
data breaches will still be assessed under the current Data 
Protection Act.
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Want to find out how secure paper shredding can improve GDPR compliance? READ OUR LATEST BLOG

The current Data Protection Act (DPA) has been around since 1998. 
As technology advanced, the law struggled to adequately reflect the 
way that personal data was collected, stored and used.
As a result, the existing DPA is being enhanced by the new EU General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR). The GDPR includes many familiar aspects, alongside 
some changes. For example, the definition of personal information now includes 
online identifiers, such as IP addresses, as well as mandatory breach reporting.

Coming into force on the 25th of May, 2018, a lot of information has been shared 
about GDPR. Unfortunately, not all of it is accurate. We’ve decided to clear up the 
confusion that surrounds the new Regulation and shred through a few of the biggest 
GDPR myths to get to the truth.

For more advice on secure, compliant data destruction, contact the team at Restore Datashred.
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